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relatives; when this happens, no one shows any ex-
citement over it, but all dwell contentedly upon this
word /abenguedouic, ‘‘he did not begin it, he has paid
him back: quits and good friends.”” But if the guilty
one, repenting of his fault, wishes to make peace, he
is usually received with satisfaction, offering presents
and other suitable atonement.

They are in no wise ungrateful to each other, and
share everything. No one would dare to refuse the
request of another, nor to eat without giving him a
part of what he has. Once when we had gone a long
way off to a fishing place, there passed by five or six
women or girls, heavily burdened and weary; our
people through courtesy [59] gave them some of our
fish, which they immediately put to cook in a kettle,
that we loaned them. Scarcely had the kettle begun
to boil when a noise was heard, and other Savages
could be seen coming; then our poor women fled
quickly into the woods, with their kettle only half
boiled, for they were very hungry. The reason of
their flight was that, if they had been seen, they
would have been obliged by a rule of politeness to
share with the newcomers their food, which was not
too abundant. We had a good laugh then; and were
still more amused when they, after having eaten, see-
ing the said Savages around our fire, acted as if they
had never been near there and were about to pass us
all by as if they had not seen us before, telling our
people [60] in a whisper where they had left the
kettle; and they, like good fellows, comprehending
the situation, knew enough to look unconscious, and
to better carry out the joke, urged them to stop and
taste a little fish; but they did not wish to do any-
thing of the kind, they were in such a hurry, saying



